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bankruptcy." The idea revolted me, and I said I would
have none of it, though how to escape it I did not
know. The crash came when I announced that the
season would end on July i4th. An unlucky paragraph,
which appeared in a paper with a large circulation to
the effect that a well-known theatrical management,
which had been characterised by high artistic endeavour,
would shortly terminate, was immediately accepted as
referring to me and brought a horde of creditors about
my ears. So sharp was the sense of my utter disaster
that even the working staff refused to carry on for the
last few days of my tenancy of the Theatre until they
were paid. I gathered them together on the stage and
after a brief harangue, and an appeal to their sense of
comradeship in trouble, the good fellows pocketed their
fears and we were able to attend the demise of my first
managerial effort in London with decency.